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Open space in forest plantations 

ÅIrish Forest Biodiversity Guidelines:  

   ó15% of the forest area must be treated with 

regard to Biodiversityô  

ï5-10% open space 

ï5-10% retained habitats 

 

ÅWhat areas should be kept as open space (OS)? 

ïWhat does OS add to invertebrate fauna?  

ïWhat types of OS?  

ïWhat size of OS?  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sampling design 

Å2 Geographical clusters 

 

Å12 Sites 

 

ÅMature Sitka spruce 
 

Å60 plots 
 

N 

100 km 



Study sites and open space 

Road 

Glade 

Ride 



Spiders: Pitfall traps 
Å Plastic cup  

Å 10 traps per plot 

Å Transect into forest 

Å 5 OS sampled/site 
 

Invertebrate sampling 

Hoverflies: Malaise traps 

Å Two OS sampled/site  

Å 2 traps in road  

Å 2 traps in glade 



Does open space add to invertebrate 

diversity in forest plantations? 
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Spiders across the open-forest 

boundary 
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Hoverflies in open space and the 

forest interior 
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Does open space type influence 

invertebrate diversity? 


