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K - Emergent Themes (in order of emergence) 
 
Transversality (T Type) 
 
Types: 
 

1. Participant-researcher 

⁃ Researcher as representative of the university and academia in general  
2. Participant-community member 
3. Community member-researcher 
4. Trio considered as group 
5. Trio considered as group (derivative of the group that met at Everton Historical 

Society) 
6. Transversal effect of interview situation/context 
7. Member of a community that was part of a particular generation in the wider 

Liverpool context 
 
Local sound marks 
 
Including significance through absence indicated by K during the interview. 
 

• Main road 

⁃ Buses (6am - 12am) 

⁃ Cars 

⁃ Traffic 
• Byrne’s Chip Shop (K is reverent of this) 
• Pedestrians passing the house 
• Birds (loop lines overlooking Aintree Racecourse) 
• Quiet on the loop lines (absence as space for conversation) 
• Children playing 
• Lack of large birds and animals 
• The occasional “big” bird flying around 
• The quiet (“very quiet”) soundscape prior to 1963 before cars became a feature 

in Everton 
 
Inhabitability of old housing 
 
This is a matter of contention between members of the Everton History Group. C (local 
historian) notes that a house in Anfield of a similar age to those demolished in Everton 
was demolished the week before the meeting. This has obvious ramifications for the 
demolition of the Everton houses and speaks of power and domination (is there always 
a cover for relocation or gentrification?). J on the other hand, feels that the houses 
were very old and had to go. She prefers the modern houses. Any hint of an 
unwillingness to lay blame on the architects of the demolition and relocation event is 
dispelled by her emphatic statement during the interview. K currently lives in a house 
built in 1902 in Walton. He does not feel (in fact, does not seem to suspect that others 
might feel) that the threat of a similar demolition event may be looming within the next 
decade. 
 
Family 
 
Both K’s current living situation and many of his memories are linked to his family 
members. This is one of the recurring themes throughout the interview, making it an 
object of concern. K’s notion of family is also closely tied to his conceptions of leisure 
and “Travel”. 
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3rd long residence 
 
K reports moving from a house close to Walton Hospital to a “1st long residence” in 
Everton. He mentions a “2nd long residence” in Croxteth and his current (3rd) long 
residence in Walton. 
 
Parks 
 
Parks are evidently important to K as he mentions them early in the discussion 
(unprompted). This is part of K’s way-of-ordering experience around leisure that comes 
to characterise the interview more and more, and is thrown into relief by the omission 
of details concerning school, work and interpersonal relationships. The parks that K 
lists (in order of mention) are: 
 

• Walton Hall Park 
• Stanley Park 
• Derby Park 
• Croxteth Park 
• A park in Fleetwood 
• Newsham Park (past) 
• Stanley Park (past) 
• Everton Park (twenty-five to thirty years old, but only officially Everton Park for 

ten years) 
• Grant Gardens 

 
Walking 
 
Walking is an important part of K’s life. It seems to be tied to his way-of-ordering time 
by leisure activities and also to the significance of travel within his lifeworld. He walks 
locally (Walton Vale; walks with his brother and nephew; down the canal to Bootle with 
a walking group; and to Anfield through the “jigs”) and has also been on walks all over 
the country. These cross-country walks include: Fleetwood to Cleveleys every 
Saturday and Sunday (past); Biggin Hill to Hereford; St. Albans town centre; 
Peterborough; York wall, 2003; Whitby; London; Southport to Birkdale, 2018; 
Southport. 
 
Circumscribed provision of organic space 
 
It seems that K feels a circumscribed provision of organic space is important. His 
language suggests that he feels this space ought to be provided at his current home 
address but is not. Note the power issue here. Who prescribes and from what position 
of authority? 
 
Spectral site of vulnerability 
 
The experience of having back windows smashed in his 3rd storey flat in Croxteth 
leads K to disavow social problems in “the backs” of his current residence before they 
are imputed. Of course, there also seems to be some type 1 transversality (T Type 1) 
involved in this. The spectral site of vulnerability impinges on K’s solid conceptions of 
the private and the public, concepts that are roughly analogous to his ordering of day 
and night. 
 
Travel 
 
K’s life has been punctuated, and to some degree defined, by his experiences of travel. 
He values the practice of walking (see Walking). His wider travels began when his 
father got his first car in 1958 and the family began to visit relatives and take holidays 
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in North Wales. His father then replaced the car with a series of improved vehicles. K 
has also hitchhiked around the country. The importance that he ascribes to travel 
makes access to bus routes and rail links a real consideration for him in determining 
the positive aspects of the area in which he currently resides. Note that, like with the 
discussion of shops, K is making a defence of the health of the area in discussing good 
travel links. 
 
Buses: Bootle; Kirkby; Aigburth; route from Goodison Park from Everton (past); making 
deliveries for a wholesale jeweller’s from 1963-1966; picture houses (after leaving 
school at 15); the city centre at the cost of a penny in 1960; the number 19 bus; the 
former number 33 to Seaforth; the number 21 driving past the pillars at the bottom of 
Everton Park during its construction twenty to thirty years ago. 
 
Bus and train journeys: bus to Kirkdale; train from Kirkdale to Ormskirk; train from 
Ormskirk to Preston; train from Preston to Blackpool occasionally - twenty years ago; 
81 bus to Orrell Road or the 60 to the Strand (Bootle New Strand station); train to 
Southport.  
 
Local stations: Kirkdale, Bootle New Strand, Bootle Oriel Road, Walton Junction 
Station. 
 
Hitchhiking (RAF days): Ternhill to Blackpool or Fleetwood; Biggin Hill to Hereford. 
 
Lifts from father: RAF days. 
 
Train journeys: Blackpool or Fleetwood to Ternhill. 
 
Leisure boats: Bridlington; Whitby; York; London; Tilbury Dock. 
 
Tram journeys: to Goodison Park. 
 
Used to travel to any EFC away game in Lancashire in the 1960s. 
 
Shops 
 
Shops are an object of concern. They are noted for convenience, but also constitute a 
marker by which to measure the health of the area for K. If buildings that once 
contained shops are derelict, the area is not thriving. Interestingly, the nature of the 
businesses occupying the shops does not seem to be particularly important to him. It is 
clear from the discussion that K is making a disavowal of dereliction and a defence of 
the health of the area. The “major” shops (Sainsbury’s; Tesco; Aldi; Iceland, Walton 
Road; Iceland, Walton Vale) or supermarkets are distinguished from the “little” shops 
and chippies (Byrne’s, charity shops, jeweller’s, chip shops, takeaways). K’s brother 
goes to the “betting shop” and the “flower shop”. In his current location, shops line 
County Road all the way down to Spellow Lane. 
 
Shops and demolition: east of Everton Road on the 19 bus route (a big corner shop 
where the bus turns); less chippies and sweet shops in Everton now; less butchers 
now; Irwin’s butchers; Costigan’s butcher where K’s younger brother worked; 
greengrocers are now gone; many shops that previously ran down the side of a certain 
road (presumably where either Irwin’s or Costigan’s stood); the furniture shop on this 
street. 
 
Shops in Walton that have been demolished: Taylor’s Bakery.  
 
Note that all of this amounts to a way of perceiving time and change. 
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Local pride 
 
Some statements suggest K’s pride in the local area in which he currently resides. An 
example of this is the statement that Byrne’s Chip Shop is “very famous”. In this 
particular instance, the pride is enhanced by the fact that new branches will open in 
upmarket locations. He is also proud of The Hippodrome (Everton-based). Interestingly 
he feels it was one of the best cinemas in “all of Liverpool”, which narrows the focus of 
his local pride in this instance. 
 
Newspapers 
 
K reads newspapers and they constitute a significant method of mediation between 
himself and current events (local and national). Note that newspapers are an ostensibly 
silent means of communication.  
 
Newspapers: Unidentified local paper; The Times; local papers listing picture house 
schedules in the past. 
 
Disavowal of social problems 
 
K often disavows the existence of social issues before they are imputed (notably also 
when a question about the future is asked). Derridean perhaps? The link to 
transversality (T Types 1, 3 and 5) are interesting here. For whose benefit is this 
rejection? What is being controverted? What source? What form of power is being 
exercised and what form of power is being rejected? 
 
Gate as security 
 
K mentions this security measure several times. Linked to “Spectral site of 
vulnerability”. 
 
Destruction as purposelessness 
 
K recalls the window-smashing incidents in Croxteth as purposeless destruction. What 
does this say about the nature of social problems in K’s lifeworld? 
 
Spectral source of social problems 
 
There are several occasions during the interview on which K cannot name the source 
of potential social problems. 
 
 
 
Interactions with neighbours 
 
K describes his interactions with neighbours and supplements this with a discussion of 
his brother’s. There is certainly a contrast between the chance meetings he describes 
in his current lifeworld and the picture of communal interactions painted by the Everton 
History Society. Is either wholly positive? Is there a link between K’s involvement in a 
project taking place at FACT and these contrasting accounts of social interactions? 
 
K played football and other games with his four brothers and local youngsters when 
growing up in Everton. 
 
Day-night/out-in 
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K describes both his own and his brother’s time as being spent out of the house in the 
daytime and in the house at night. This has sonic implications (e.g. socialised and 
temporalised familiarity with the sounds of the area, quiet house during the day) and is 
important in determining leisure as a temporal way-of-ordering; a principle conducive to 
the coherence of an assemblage. 
 
Leisure as ordering principle 
 
Consistency in K’s account depends quite heavily upon his current and past (formal 
and prescribed) leisure activities. This is a way of ordering time and space, and gives 
clues to the social environments that he has lived in. As a principle conducive to the 
coherence of an assemblage, leisure activities are linked to the themes of family, travel 
and walking, as well as, significantly, K’s musical tastes and experience. It is also 
noteworthy that the chronology and cartography based upon leisure activities is very 
precise and constitutes a lived macro-rhythm. It is interesting to note the extent to 
which leisure orders and subsumes the affective cartography that is built by K during 
the interview. 
 
EFC & LFC 
 
K used to attend matches at both of the major local clubs. This is indicative of different 
social conventions in the past as compared to now. 
 
Self-identification 
 
K sees himself as an active person – an assertion linked to the themes of leisure, 
“Travel” and “Walking”. 
 
Pubs 
 
K still visits and knows of current pubs (Wetherspoon’s, Kensington; The Glebe; The 
Breeze; a pub venue in Fleetwood;) but also paints a vivid picture of change in the 
Everton area by recounting many of the pubs that have closed down.  
 
Pubs: Hengler’s Circus (not to be confused with original Hengler’s Circus); The 
Dunkeld (with barrels rather than tables); The York House; a pub on the corner of 
Queens Road; The [Lyndoch?]; The Threlfalls; The Derby; The Royal Standard; The 
Penton.  
 
Pubs in the Walton area that are closed but K feels will soon be under new ownership: 
The County; The Queens. As with shops and transport links, pubs form a part of his 
defence of the Walton area against the notion of dereliction. 
 
Public/private space 
 
Or public/private sonic space. This is interesting because of its relation to the picture of 
the community painted by the Everton History group. K’s current notion of private 
space is a sanctuary in which nights are usually spent, insulated from the outside world 
physically, sonically and existentially (central of sitting room, away from the house’s 
extremities, double glazed windows). This relates to his division of night and day, and 
also to the notion of a spectral site of vulnerability. Also consider the notion of sound as 
pollution here. 
 
Leisure activities 
 
Kirkby rent strike film project; Brexit project at Crosby Library; walks (see Walking); 
parks (see Parks); FACT projects; boats (see Travel); shopping (see Shops); nights out 



 7 

in Hereford; playing out in Everton as a child; playing out on Mill Road; going to football 
matches from age eight or nine (see EFC & LFC); pictures (see Picture Houses); cubs; 
scouts; Sunday School; church choir; football in the street (Hygeia Street); train 
spotting; coach daytrips for local youths; family holidays in North Wales (see Family & 
Travel); Everton away matches in the North East (see EFC & LFC); Everton away 
matches in the North West (see EFC & LFC); football in school; basketball in school; 
races around Hughes Street; cricket in the street; walking around the casualty unit as a 
very young boy; dancing at The Grafton; dancing at the BA club. 
 
Libraries 
 
Several of K’s activities are based in local libraries. They constitute significant places 
for him. 
 
He mentions: Kirkby Library; Bootle Library; Crosby Library; Walton Library (Everend 
Avenue – escaped bombing in the Second World War); Spellow Community Library 
(not mentioned by mane in the interview – also escaped the bombing). 
 
Work chronology 
 
K was in the RAF for five years, a period that coincided with the Kirkby rent strike 
(Tower Hill) October 1972 - December 1973. This job is treated as the most significant 
by K during the interview. It is interesting to speculate on the effect of this period away 
from the local area on his worldview. It is notable that he did not know about the rent 
strike and that he attributes this lack of local knowledge to the fact that he was 
employed elsewhere by the RAF. 
 
Worked: in Southport in 1990; for a wholesale jeweller’s on Liverpool between 1963 
and 1966; for BA for fifteen years after the RAF (was then made redundant); at his first 
job on the old Lydia Ann Street in the city centre; at Taylor’s Bakery, Walton before 
joining the RAF. 
 
Leisure as social activity 
 
K tends to emphasise the social aspects of formal leisure activities. This is interesting 
since several of the formal projects he has attended have specifically political content. 
This is not discussed at length (although he does mention in a phone call that he made 
a comment summarising Brexit at one such session). Is there type 2 and 5 
transversality (T Type) at work here? Does this link to the discourse of the History 
Group? Is this a power effect? How does this theme link to K’s participation in the 
project at FACT and his tendency to use leisure as an ordering principle? 
 
Photography 
 
K mentions photography on a couple of occasions. Does he pursue photography as a 
hobby or cherish photographs as a keepsake? 
 
Significant natural phenomena 
 
Various flowers (mentioned more than once), squirrels, birds (birdsong), trees, pools of 
water, colours. 
 
Specific affective memory 
 

• Croxteth Park in the afternoon - trees, pools of water, met with friends that had 
not been seen for a few years, a good chat. 
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• Different coloured ducks in a Fleetwood Park, K’s border collie, the pond, 
different coloured [dogs? Ducks?], enjoys bright colours. 

• A walk on the loop lines - quiet in which to converse, left behind with a friend, 
the sounds of birds in the trees (metonymic rendering of soundscape most 
prominently marked by the absence of sound). 

• Answering the door and breaching public/private sonic divide. 
• Walking back from Cleveleys when there was no car to a pub called “The Cutty 

Sark” and then back to the house. 
• Walking from Birkdale to Southport in 2018 - a nice summer’s day on which K 

and a friend walked around the lakes together and took photographs. 
• The water running down Westbourne Street near to the home of an old 

acquaintance. 
• Having his brother cover work making deliveries for the jeweller’s by bus so that 

he could go to EFC. 
• The funeral of a friend who had a walking stick. A man got up and spoke and 

nobody could stop laughing. 
• Attending football matches with the same friend who had a walking stick (MCFC 

vs. EFC in 1987). 
• Meeting the same friend who approached Prince Rupert from the opposite 

direction. 
• EFC goalkeeper Albert Dunlop opening a shop in 1960 on Stafford Street. K 

travelled there by bus at the cost of a penny at school dinner time to see the 
opening. There was an image of a goal on the front door window. They returned 
to school afterwards. 

• Toddling round the casualty department on Mill Road, which was close to the 
house. 

• K’s five-year-old brother who was injured by the swings in Grant Gardens and 
the ambulance carried him back to their house. 

• An acquaintance that bought a suite from a shop that has since been 
demolished, where the 19 bus turns. 

• Going to Newsham Park as an eleven-year-old with independence when the 
weather was nice in the mornings. 

• Climbing head-first through the back window on Kilshaw Street having forgotten 
his keys. 

• Staying home whilst his family went to North Wales to work his first job on the 
old Lydia Ann Street. A lady up the street (with two daughters) kept an eye on 
him. 

• His neighbour having the only car on the street in order to go to work at the 
Daily Express in Manchester. 

• Meeting the same neighbours after a period of forty years in Kensington 
Wetherspoon’s. He found out that the neighbours’ son had become a teacher. 

• Attending either Aintree University Hospital or Royal Liverpool University 
Hospital with a friend and finding accessibility to be an issue. 

• Going to Everton Park with his youngest brother and his youngest brother’s son 
who was easy to lose as he ran around the area – a memory of twenty-five 
years ago. 

• Travelling past the pillars at the bottom end of Everton Park on the 21 bus 
during its construction twenty to thirty years ago. 

• Being put in a tin bath in the kitchen by his father in Kilshaw Street. His father 
putting a lid over the same bath. 

• Making toast with a long fork by fire and buttering it after nine o’clock in the 
evenings. 

• The Beatles watching Roy Orbison from the sides at The Empire in 1963 (with 
hindsight). 

• Watching Perry Como on the television with company “last Friday”. Heard 
“Magic Moments” - the “most requested song in this country”. 

• The White Heather Club (television) on New Year’s Eve. 
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• Buying a CD after hearing a performance of “Aberdeen Lights” at a popular pub 
in Fleetwood. 

• Recounting an experience to the “little lad” on the walk. K told him the story of a 
pub activity in which K and those accompanying him attempted to list of all the 
songs with the word “blue” in the title. They arrived at around thirty songs. 

• Joking about the song “You Raise Me Up”. 
• A man in Anfield showing him the lyrics from the theme song to the film The 

King of the Wild Frontier. 
• A television programme in which a Syrian pianist plays amongst the rubble in 

war torn Syria. 
 
Visual > aural 
 
A common, stratified way of thinking in which the visual is given precedence over the 
auditory. 
 
Spatial sonic memory 
 
Linked to “Affective [sonic] geography” of the area. 
 
K indicates a spatial aspect to several sonic memories by making hand gestures. He 
gestures upwards when speaking of bird song. He recalls falling behind the group to 
speak where there was less noise. He remembers children running around and playing 
(circular; not making a journey). He remembers opening the door to receive birthday 
card from youngest brother and nephew. 
 
Sound as significant sounds 
 
K does not discuss sounds when he does not deem them to be significant. In this 
sense sound is stratified and those deemed insignificant are ignored (e.g. television is 
not an incursion into private space and therefore not considered to be a significant 
sound): a matter of existential de-distancing. Interestingly, a ringtone interrupts the first 
example he gives of this during the interview, contradicting the image of sonic stability 
in terms of significant sounds that K was offering at that point. 
 
Temporal macro-rhythm 
 
In a Deleuzo-Guattarian sense. Linked to “Ritual and refrain”n (and therefore 
territorialisation and “Affective geography”).  
 
Sonic manifestation of social issue 
 
Exemplified by the nuisance call that K receives during the interview and also the 
nuisance calls that he receives at home. 
 
Mobile phone indicative of communication habits and social circle 
 
Implied by the irruption of K’s mobile phone into the interview scenario. 
 
Affective geography 
 
K builds a substantial affective geography throughout the interview. This is linked to all 
of the significant places listed by K and the manner in which they became and remain 
significant. 
 
It is interesting that K’s depiction of people coming and going from the local shops 
could well be an invocation of the notion that order is being maintained. 
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Affective geography constructed during the interview: Local shops (quiet and orderly); 
various soundscapes within the UK; The Lake District; Bridlington; Whitby; York (the 
wall); London; Richmond; Fleetwood; Cleveleys; The Cutty Sark pub; Blackpool; 
Ternhill; Market Drayton; The M6; where the A50 joins the A6; Biggin Hill; Hereford; 
The A49; St Albans; Peterborough; Whitby (“nice” - one-hundred and ninety-nine steps 
from the bottom of the Abbey); Tilbury Dock (and a cruise from there); Southport; 
Birkdale; The school on Butler Street; Prince Rupert School (Margaret Street); the 
family home in Everton with “jigs” at the back; Mill Road as site of children’s play; “the 
jigs”; Anfield; picture houses (see Picture Houses); a nearby church and Sunday 
School; cubs/scouts; parks (see Parks); his cousins’ house near Anfield; Hygeia Street 
used as a football pitch; trainspotting at Edge Hill sheds; his uncle’s house in Norris 
Green; his uncle’s house in Holywell; North Wales holidays; a caravan in Conwy; a bell 
tent in 1961; Darlington to visit relatives if Everton were playing away; visiting 
Newcastle, Middlesbrough and Sunderland as an away fan; the water in Westbourne 
Street (at the bottom end of Shaw Street); Bootle (the canal); town (Liverpool city 
centre); Healing’s jeweller’s east of Everton Road; a now deceased friend from school 
walking the opposite way up the road to school; the church at which his friend’s funeral 
took place; Maine Road in 1987 with the same friend; Prince Rupert that is possibly a 
mixed school now; an invented racecourse from K’s house round Hughes street; 
always leaving the house via the back door to play after school; the casualty 
department on Mill Road close to the house; Everton water tower; a lady on Spencer 
Street selling toffee apples (“I don’t know if sh… Well, she won’t be there now!”); pubs 
(see Pubs); the sites of demolished shops “where the 19 goes”; shops (see Shops); 
Grant Gardens, formerly a lovely place; Abbey or Avon Street, where The York House 
stood, running up to the school; his home on Kilshaw Street (the same as 1st long 
residence?); Holywell – a house near Pentre Halkyn; the old Lydia Ann Street; 
Kensington (specifically the Wetherspoon’s); flats that were knocked down in Walton to 
build the motorway; new flats on the other side from the demolished flats (previous 
entry in this list) that are “down to the left towards the park”; County Road to Spellow 
Lane as functioning commercial (retail) area; Carisbrooke Road, Peter Street and 
Margaret Street as the site of current social issues in Walton; K’s local area as a 
thoroughfare; the former SFX social club that was previously the British Legion; Walton 
Church; the site of Taylor’s bakery, which is now houses, flats and various buildings; 
Stuart Road, Walton, opposite the school – the site of some old houses that are well-
built; Winford as a place of relocation; The Searchers recording footage for Top of the 
Pops in Everton in 1964; dancing at The Grafton on Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays; 
dancing at the BA club; a Gracie Fields film set in a cotton mill in Rochdale; the UK as 
a place that Elvis Presley never performed; Prestwich as K’s mistaken site of Elvis 
Presley’s one-time UK aeroplane change; a Scottish airport as site of Elvis Presley’s 
one-time UK aeroplane change on his way to Germany; Syria as a war-zone. 
 
J’s contribution to affective geography constructed during the interview: the park as the 
main thing in Everton according to J; Everton Park as thirty-years-old but officially only 
ten; The where J moved to in 1978; some of the flats that still stood in Everton when J 
moved into her house (no longer there); J explains that the old hospital wall still stands 
at the bottom of Everton Park; J states that the area is now unrecognisable when 
compared to the past; J states that the houses were beautiful but very old; J 
remembers getting the bus to Bluebell wood, now Norris Green, an area populated 
during the regeneration event; J lists Cantrill Farm and Runcorn as two additional 
places that displaced Evertonians moved to;  
 
Sound marks from elsewhere 
 

• Church bells 
• Cathedral bells 
• Different animals 
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• Swans in the Lake District 
• Birds 
• Leisure Boats 

⁃ Bridlington 

⁃ Whitby 

⁃ York 

⁃ London 
• Busy soundscape in London 
• Peaceful soundscapes in places where there is “no noise at all” 
• Busy railway stations 

⁃ Trains coming in and out 

⁃ Whistling 

⁃ Vibrations along the rails 
• Farms 

 
1st long residence 
 
K moved into the Everton area in approximately 1949 when his mother was expecting 
his next brother (Kilshaw Street?). The family needed a bigger house. 
 
Residence as a small child 
 
Wellfield Road, near Walton Hospital prior to the move to Everton circa 1949. 
 
School chronology 
 
K went to primary (infant and junior) school on Butler Street from ages five to eleven. 
Then went to Prince Rupert (Margaret Street - east of Everton Road) for nearly four 
years. He left school in 1962 aged 15. 
 
Note that very little information was given about school. As with descriptions of all other 
periods in K’s life, he reverts to leisure as a way of organising experience. This speaks 
of the importance of leisure as an ordering principle for K. 
 
Ritual and refrain 
 
Placemaking through ritualised, territorialising, refrains (linked to “Temporal macro-
rhythms” and “Leisure as ordering principle”). 
 
Picture houses  
 
The Palladium, The Cosy, The Savoy, The Hippodrome, The Lytton, The Carlton, Mere 
Lane, The Hippodrome (which is lovely inside – “one of the best cinemas in Liverpool:), 
The Everton Palace (K has never been inside. J informed me that it was on the junction 
just near May Duncan’s). 
 
Undermined affective territory 
 
This is a way of thinking through the violence done to the old Everton community that 
characterises the discourse surrounding the old community and the demolition as 
event. 
 
Demolition as physical change 
 
The tactile effects of the demolition event and “regeneration”. K particularly dislikes the 
design of the new spaces in Everton that contrasts with the old, straight streets. This is 
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an interesting take on town planning and raises the question of its power effects. K 
uses the example of Croxteth as a comparison. 
 
They 
 
As the interview progresses K (and also J) begins to speak of those presumed to have 
the power to instantiate and control change as “they”. This is a vaguely defined power 
entity. It is interesting to speculate on the coherence and content of this concept. Is the 
current “they” consistent with the they of the Everton demolition event? What is its 
composition? The local Council? The Council and its corporate partners? This is linked 
to the undermining of affective territory (“Undermined affective territory” and the 
“Demolition as physical change”. 
 
Cultural change 
 
All cultural changes (over time) described in the interview that cannot be categorised 
by the undermining of affective territory. 
 
Eleven as significant age 
 
K could go where he liked from the age of eleven and was given a set of keys to his 
parent’s house. 
 
Everton History Group discourse 
 
The collective enunciation and maintenance of a way of portraying the community of 
the past. This is well-articulated and complex. Note how the discourse intervenes and 
contradicts the memory recounted by K: i.e. K forgets his keys and climbs in through 
the window at the back of his childhood home/K is then reminded by J that “the doors 
were never shut”. This is interesting in terms of being-together and being-against. What 
is the discourse defending from? What does it mobilise against? What is the power 
effect of the discourse? To what extent does it regulate the sayable? To what extent 
does it lend necessary existential cohesion to a group that has suffered the breaking 
up of their community? Upon which authorities does it draw? Against which does it 
protect? What are the terms of inclusion/exclusion? 
 
Independence event 
 
K states that, having stayed home alone at 15, he has done the same ever since. This 
marks the beginning of an independence that is linked to K’s travels in the UK. 
 
Past > future 
 
The past is given more thought than the future by K. This is suggestive of a couple of 
things: that the two are stratified in K’s lifeworld and that the significant change event 
has already taken place (see transversality type 5 – i.e. T Type 5). 
 
Objective > existential 
 
The valorisation of one aspect of a territory (and the inflation of its social effect) over 
another. This is also used to demonstrate the contrast between Walton and Everton, a 
discussion crossed strongly by T Types 2 & 5. Note the discussion of housing in 
physical terms when a question about the future is raised. This is an object of concern 
with a temporalising function. 
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Discussion of emerging social problems 
 
K begins to discuss social problems in his area (he emphasises the separation of this 
part of Walton from his own area, but the physical distance – to Carisbrooke, Peter and 
Margaret Street – is not great). His friend feels that these issues are due to a change in 
the community: the old residents have moved away or died, and new residents are 
causing a change for the worse. At this point, K and J speak at cross-purposes and this 
line of thought does not manage to establish itself firmly in the discussion. How much is 
T Type 5 at work here? 
 
Bombing as regeneration precursor 
 
J stresses bombing (during the Second World War) as a factor motivating physical 
changes in Everton. This implies that it was not necessary in Walton. 
 
2nd long residence 
 
Resided in Croxteth in a third-storey-flat with his brother for twenty years. K 
experienced some anti-social behaviour that the back of this building was exposed to. 
 
Access to medical care 
 
This is an object of concern for K. He is glad that there is a local medical centre so that 
locals do not have to attend the larger hospitals. The hospitals are an issue in terms of 
accessibility (difficult to attend and difficult to navigate on-site) and expense. K and J 
agree that it is a disgrace that hospital staff have to pay for parking (large fees) at their 
place of work. K has visited Aintree University Hospital and Royal Liverpool University 
Hospital on several occasions, both as a patient and as a friend accompanying a 
patient. 
 
High-rise social problems 
 
High-rise flats replaced the old Everton streets and social issues worsened during this 
time. This is linked to the “Everton History Group discourse”.   
 
Musical self-concept 
 
It is interesting that K states that he has “always” liked music. This is a lasting feature 
that contributes to his self-concept and wider self-system/self-identity. K likes music 
that an audience can sing along with. This is a social function, linked to the theme 
“Leisure as Social Activity”. K considers himself to be somebody that can recognise 
music quickly, a fact demonstrated by his abilities in pub quiz musical introduction 
rounds. 
 
Musical chronology 
 
K began listening to music in 1955; began buying 45 rpm records for six and 
threepence (see Musical Tastes); began attending concerts in Liverpool between 1963 
and 1968 (see Live Experiences); remembers The Searchers local music video footage 
from 1964; stopped buying 45 rpms and began buying Greatest Hits LPs; likes songs 
in the period 1955 to 1990 that people could join in with, as well as good instrumentals. 
 
Audio formats 
 
Audio formats mentioned: 45 rpm records; televisual programming; CD; LPs (Greatest 
Hits); musical films; digital audio format (unspecified). 
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Musical tastes 
 
K enjoys: lots of groups in the sixties; The Beatles; Roy Orbison (“Only the Lonely, 
1960); Brenda Lee; Dusty Springfield (records); The Rolling Stones; The Searchers; 
songs that you are able to join in with; Perry Como (“Magic Moments” referenced 
specifically); Andy Williams; Country and Western music; Scottish and Irish music; 
Andy Stewart; Moira Anderson; Kenneth McKellar; White Heather Club; “Aberdeen 
Lights” (“a lovely song”); a song about Dundee; Pet Clarke (records); Helen Shapiro 
(“Walking Back to Happiness”, 1961); Sandy Shaw; classical music; Tchaikovsky – 
Piano Concerto no.1 in B-flat minor (his father’s record: “beautiful”; “absolutely lovely”); 
William Tell Overture; Elgar; “Pomp and Circumstance”; “Land of Hope and Glory”; 
“Jerusalem”; “Young at Heart”; Gracie Fields (“Sing as We Go” - from a film); “You 
Raise Me Up”; “At Last”; the theme song to The Kings of the Wild Frontier; Elvis 
Presley (“some great records”; “Suspicious Minds”); Abba; The Carpenters; The 
Shadows; Jet Harris and Tony Meehan (“Scarlett O’Hara”); Matt Monro (“an English 
Frank Sinatra”: “a lovely voice”); Adam Faith; Bluegrass (asks J for a definition of this 
genre); good pianists.  
 
K is not particularly interested in Gerry and the Pacemakers. 
 
Musical habitus 
 
The music that has currency in K’s social environment at certain times. Particularly 
influential during adolescence. Music as a way of defining the social (community 
function). Linked to transversality type 7 (“T Type 7”).  
 
Live experiences 
 
The Beatles supporting Roy Orbison at The Empire, 1963; Brenda Lee at the Odeon, 
1967; Dusty Springfield, 1968; The Rolling Stones, 1965. 
 
Musical valuation 
 
Terms of valuation: a) Popularity as dictated by popular discourse; b) good tunes that 
you can sing along with; c) commercial success. 
 
Patriotic music 
 
See the musical tastes list above, from Elgar to “Jerusalem”. 
 
Idealised musical sphere 
 
A temporalising way of ordering music that relies upon musical valuations. In this 
sense, Scottish folk music is of yesteryear because of its television presence, despite 
the style’s lifespan both pre-dating and outlasting this brief convergence with a specific 
medium of popular culture.  
 
Films 
 
Kings of the Wild Frontier; Elvis Presley’s first two films (non-musical and originally in 
black and white); GI Blues. 
 
Television programmes 
 
Budgie; Hank Williams story; an incomprehensible programme name; a Syrian pianist 
playing in the rubble. 
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E – Emergent Themes (in order of emergence) 
 
T Type 1  
 
Transferential effect of the researcher at interview: researcher-participant. 
 
Built/physical 
 
This theme contains all references to the physical state of the area and its indication of 
futurity. This includes the built environment and the perceived cleanliness of the area. 
 
Kensington/WE 
 
E refers to Kensington several times throughout the interview. This is the main point of 
comparison, often contrasted with West Everton throughout. This is linked to the short, 
UK-based chronology that E describes through the interview. There is also elision 
between the Kensington and City Centre areas, suggesting a degree of conflation 
between the two places in E’s affective geography. 
 
Comparisons: Kensington is home to a wider array of nationalities and cultural 
backgrounds; it is more violent and E has witnessed violence taking place there; 
Kensington is a popular place; Kensington is the first place of settlement for 
newcomers to the city of Liverpool; houses are cheaper in Kensington; Kensington is a 
place of populous; Kensington is the first place of settlement for those that will 
eventually move to other places in the North West. 
 
Embodiment 
 
The theme emerges from E’s frequent communicative physical gestures. This is 
indicative of an existential, spatial way of being in the world. It is also used to indicate 
some spatial-existential images utilised by E in order to describe the lifeworld. 
 
Sonic-spatial-social 
 
A manner of experiencing the social existentially through sonic-spatial means (sonic 
components of an existential territory). Note the use of the words “quiet” and “noisy” to 
encompass social states of the area (binary, existential states). At one point, E also 
indicates that the family were “hearing a lot of sound” during a period of social 
problems in the area. This use of sound in the negative recurs throughout and points to 
the notion of sound categorised in (socially) important sonic types (and conversely, 
non-socially-significant-sounds as non-existent). E is particularly prone to speaking in a 
sonic idiom and describes how she feared for her family and considered moving home 
“because [of] the sound/the noise”. E also uses sound to describe the emotional 
register of interactions between the “gang-boys” that congregated in the area in 2016. 
 
Alternatively, when E describes the comings and goings of cars to and from work, 
sound is treated as a neutral by-product of work and daily activities. 
 
Natural spaces 
 
Reference to natural spaces throughout the interview. E states that West Everton has 
more natural spaces than other places that she has experienced since moving to 
Liverpool. 
 
Chronology 
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This refers only to E’s UK/Liverpool-based chronology that dates back to 2016. Times 
prior to this are neither mentioned at interview by the participant nor pursued by the 
researcher for ethical reasons. The outside of this brief chronology can be thought 
through in terms of presence/absence.  
 
In brief, E’s WE chronology can be described in the following terms: 
 
2016 - 2018: Alternating existential states (“cool”/“noisy”); 
2018 - 2019: Better existential state (“no more noise”). 
 
Note the link here to sonic-spatial-social. 
 
It is also interesting to note the impact that change has on legitimating opinions by 
bounding certain periods of life. This is linked to E’s “Reluctance to comment” on 
certain topics. Is it the case that it is only after a change has been lived through that a 
period of time (area, existential territory) can be evaluated confidently? If so, is this 
specific to E or indicative of a more widespread phenomenon? 
 
Affective geography 
 
The affective map built up by E during the interview: Kensington; Old Swan; Everton 
Brow (which is not a busy place); the City Centre; “the outside” from which “the outside 
ones” arrive in Kensington; WE as a quiet place; a building on William Henry Street 
where the “street-boys”/”gang-boys” congregated in 2016; the UK where everybody 
uses cars; the close/ the street where taxis and cars are a constant feature; London 
where you might hear a lot of sound; London where E visited a friend (a lot of sound); 
E’s friend’s house in London near to the train station; Liverpool City Centre (which is 
very different to West Everton); The Shewsy where a musical/community event took 
place. 
 
Interactions with neighbours 
 
This is an important issue for E. Firstly, E is new to the area and therefore has a small 
circle of acquaintances. Secondly, E makes communitarian efforts in the community. 
Thirdly, from the perspective of motherhood, E judges the existential health of the area, 
to some degree, by the fact that her children play can out with the neighbours’ children. 
E feels that her neighbours in West Everton have been kind.  
 
At least 
 
Used to designate the moderate expectations that E has of the area and for the future 
of her family. E often speaks in these terms, wishing only for a peaceful existence for 
her family. In that this theme involves a disavowal of social problems during the 
interview, it is comparable to the emergent theme noted in the K transcript (“Disavowal 
of social problems”). In the face of what is E making this disavowal? How much is 
attributable to T Type 1? 
 
Reluctance to comment 
 
At several points during the interview, E is reluctant to make a statement because she 
does not feel qualified to speak on certain (particularly local) topics. 
 
 
Spectral source of social issues 
 
E begins by disavowing the presence of “street” or “gang” boys in the area 
(unprompted). This develops throughout as issues in both Kensington and the West 
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Everton of two years ago are discussed. The building on William Henry Street is a part 
of this. It should be noted that according to E’s chronology, these issues have reduced 
progressively. It should also be noted that “T Type 1” is felt to be linked to this by the 
researcher. At one point in the interview, E offers her insight into the emotional state of 
the boys described. This is related to “Sonic-spatial-social” in that the sounds of the 
group set the emotional register. 
 
Motherhood 
 
An important facet in the way E views and stratifies the lifeworld: the children come 
first, before herself and her husband. This self-concept/facet of identity has been 
important in achieving existential consistency (the production of a subjectivity) in order 
to settle. Compare “Work as factor”. 
 
Spectral futurity 
 
Or spectral possibles. E’s discussion is very much haunted by the possibility of a more 
negative possible(s). This is linked to the tendency to think in terms of the “At least”. It 
must also be mentioned that “T Type 1” is almost certainly at work here to some 
degree. 
 
Work as factor 
 
E cites work as an important (and absent) factor in achieving existential consistency in 
an assembled existential territory. In other words, it has been important for settling into 
a new area and establishing an identity.  
 
Temporal rhythm 
 
E describes a temporal rhythm associated with social issues that occurred in the area 
in 2016. This scenario involved the gathering of youths in the evening around a certain 
building on a certain street and the violent effects that this implied. These temporal 
rhythms are linked to social and sonic-social concerns. E describes the difference 
between London and West Everton sonically in terms of the frequency of the 
occurrence of sounds. 
 
Another temporal rhythm (or possibly temporal constant) is the ubiquitous working 
times that leads to the passing of cars as an expected event at all hours. 
 
Police as indicator 
 
E views the presence of the police as an indication of social issues. She describes this 
in both sonic and visual terms. 
 
Tactile/sonic 
 
At times E uses terms associated with the sense of touch to indicate events that we 
might often describe in sonic terms. This is an interesting conflation that reminds us 
that hearing terminates in tactile sensation. Note here the link to Sonic-spatial-social 
when E describes the area as “cool”. 
 
Local sound marks 
 
Cars and traffic. 
 
Sound marks from elsewhere 
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Lots of sound in London such as trains (the underground) and buses (street bus). The 
police chasing people in London. 
 
Interactions with friends 
 
E travelled to visit a friend in London in December 2018.  
 
London/WE 
 
London is also used as a comparative case that helps to distinguish West Everton. E 
first makes this comparison in terms of sound (and interestingly in terms of the 
frequency of repetition of sounds - see “Temporal rhythm”). 
 
City Centre/WE 
 
A third comparative case for West Everton is Liverpool City Centre. 
 
Reflexive awareness of chronology 
 
E is aware that she has only lived in the area for a short time. This is linked to her 
“Reluctance to comment” on certain topics and also possibly to her notion of a 
“Spectral futurity” and tendency to focus on the “At least”. 
 
Importance of WECC 
 
The importance of WECC arises at various points during the conversation. WECC has 
been instrumental in connecting E to the local community since the family moved from 
Kensington. WECC is also instrumental in providing consistency for the existential 
territory. 
 
Community as activity by-product 
 
The interesting notion that community emerges from activities that have an ostensibly 
different focus. This is something that some personnel at WECC are conscious of yet 
do not often make explicit.  
 
Community resources 
 
Community resources are an issue. This is manifest in the sewing class does not 
currently meet because it no longer has a teacher. 
 
Self-concept 
 
Constituents of a self-system. E articulates a self-concept in relation to sewing. 
 
Being-together 
 
Importance of local knowledge: E feels that it is important to know about the area in 
which she lives. This is achieved by being an active member of the community. There 
is an issue of community strength here. Much is revealed by being-together about the 
“place” and the “society”. As always, being-against is invoked here too (in its absence). 
 
Precarious living arrangement 
 
E alludes to the fact that the family may move on from the area in the future. How 
much of this is to do with the family’s previous experiences of spending small amounts 
of time in areas? Transitory living arrangements.  
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Illness in the community 
 
E mentions that a lady of seventy-something may have to leave to area to be treated 
for illness (possibly to a hospice, or, it is implied, perhaps by passing away). It is worth 
noting that life expectancy in WE is lower than in Liverpool generally, and that life 
expectancy Liverpool is lower than the national average. Note that E juxtaposes this 
discussion with that of her children’s future. 
 
They 
 
Note that this theme arises in K’s interview also. A vaguely defined power entity. The 
agents of change in the area. 
 
Objective > existential 
 
The prioritising (rightly or wrongly) of physical change over existential. This also implies 
that physical (material) changes tend to drive existential changes. 
 
Musical events 
 
E has attended musical events at WECC and the Shewsy. Linked to “Community as 
activity by-product” in that the most important effect of these events was to bring the 
community together. E also responds to a question about music in the past by stating 
that she does not attend anywhere “with a disco”. 
 
Reluctance to use synth 
 
Related to “Reluctance to comment”. E does not want to use the synth because she 
does not know how to play it. 
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A – Emergent Themes (in order of emergence) 
 
T Type 1  
 
Transferential effect of the researcher at interview: researcher-participant. 
 
Affective geography 
 
The affective map built up by E during the interview: home (a small flat with limited space 
because of A’s records and books about music); Everton Park, onto which A’s windows 
look out; Everton Park, somewhere within which is a woodpecker; The route that the wind 
takes from the Mersey up Everton Brow; The still and quiet Lake District where busy main 
roads are still quite prevalent; A’s grandmother’s house; Great Homer Street market (as a 
child); the Walton area that seemed larger as a child; the WE tower blocks that seemed 
larger when A was a child; the mile from WE to the City Centre that seemed further as a 
child; the sweetshops of childhood, only a couple of which remain; WE as a working class 
area one mile from the city centre; Everton as an area built on migration; Liverpool as a city 
built on migration; the aforementioned areas as home to cultural and ethnic diversity - 
descendants of Irish, Italian, Spanish, French, Chinese and Asian ancestry; The Shewsy 
as a special place (linked to adolescence); WECC as part of A’s area and the milieu that he 
grew up in. 
 
Built/physical 
 
This theme contains all references to physical states of affairs and their relation (or 
contrast) to the existential. Note that A is often reflexively aware of giving a specifically 
objective description.  
 
Does A’s physically constrained flat influence his decision to be out and active in the 
community? Alternatively, does the fact that A is active and out in the community influence 
the physically constraints of his living space? 
 
Particular sonic space 
 
A refers to several spaces that will have particular sonic characteristics such as his small 
flat. 
 
Musical self-concept 
 
A has a developed musical self-concept that forms a significant part of his wider self-
system. He attaches such importance to it that other concerns (possibly tied to weaker self-
conceptual notions) are secondary to it.  
 
Music collector 
 
A collector self-concept linked to “Musical self-concept”. A has sacrificed space in his flat in 
order to accommodate his music collection. This collection consists mainly of older formats 
(CDs, vinyls and cassettes). 
 
Value systems 
 
It is evident that A values his activities as a record collector and his “Musical self-concept” 
over other day-to-day concerns. This is a matter of identity and axiology.  
 
Existential space 
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A sometimes utilises existential states of affairs in order to depict physical space. For 
example, his large windows combat the (physical) confinement of his living space. 
 
Organic spaces 
 
A mentions some circumscribed organic spaces during the interview. For example, A likes 
to look out on Everton Park. When A was growing up (linked to “Chronological-
biographical”), there weren’t many green spaces in the area. This can be considered a 
form of deprivation, albeit one that is insufficiently acknowledged by the Multiple Indices, 
which measures “Living Environment Deprivation” in terms of air quality and quantity of 
road traffic accidents only. 
 
Interactions with community 
 
A feels that the community is interactive. A himself is also very interactive with members of 
the community. 
 
Specific forms of interaction: Conversations when walking around the area; a little nod to 
acquaintances.  
 
Local character 
 
The fact that the local population is described as “interactive” suggests that there is a local 
character that is being outlined during the interview. This local character has existed since 
A’s childhood and has lasted until the present day. 
 
Local embeddedness 
 
A has lived in the area since he was a child. He is well known and interacts with other 
members of the community on a very regular basis. This is enhanced by the fact that A is 
social by nature. Linked to “Interactions with community”. Interestingly, A has also 
undertaken a project of self-education in order to embed himself within the natural 
characteristics of the area (i.e. birdsong). 
 
Chronological-biographical 
 
A has a well-developed sense of his background. This is linked in no small way to the 
community and constitutes an important part of his identity: a community self-concept. 
 
Chronology/biography: A has lived in the community for a long time; A grew up in a 
concrete area with little in the way of natural entities or organic spaces (in the 1980s); A 
has grown up and become more aware of nature around him (adulthood); A has spent 
sporadic periods of time in London over the years; A used to play football (and other 
games) in the street as a child (compare K); A played football with older kids in the street 
as a younger member of the community; A lived in the area because he spent virtually all 
of his time growing up in his grandmother’s house; A states that bumping into people and 
interacting with them is a part of specific events (going shopping for example).  This activity 
is an alternative to walking directly to and from a location; A spent a lot of time in Walton as 
a child; A’s life is marked by music; A recalls musical experiences as a child; A describes 
his musical world as an adult; A attended the Shewsy as a teenager and then became a 
volunteer; A describes the period of his first involvement with the Shewsy as a “good 
period”; A’s time as a community activist began in the late eighties at the age of twelve or 
thirteen when he made tea at the church for housing committee meetings (linked to 
“Development as community activist”). 
 
Active community member 
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A has a history of being actively involved in his community. 
 
Being-together 
 
The importance of community interactions is evident in A’s interview. This is linked to 
(foundational to) forms of “Power to” that constitute resistance in a community that has 
faced, and continues to face, numerous outside threats. 
 
Family importance 
 
The importance of family to A is illustrated by his discussions of his mother and 
grandmother. This is linked to A’s conception of the local area and ideas about the local 
community. 
 
Walking 
 
Walking is important to A’s activities. Walking supports his community interactions and 
activities, whilst also providing a form of leisure that contrasts with local activities (i.e. 
walking in the Lake District). 
 
Community as catalyst for action 
 
To what extent does the interactive “Local character” (linked) provide a platform for 
collective action and resistance (“Power to”)? This could be considered a reversal of the 
direction of flow for “Community as activity by-product” in E’s Emergent Themes. 
 
Human > nature 
 
An ontological stratification (found in the area and not in A) that takes the form of a 
dualism. A gives the example of grassy areas being overgrown with rubbish dumped in it 
when he was growing up. It is interesting to speculate on the misuse or abuse of “Organic 
spaces” (linked) and its link to local pride. Does this dualism provide a rationale for a local 
pride that does not extend to the organic? To what extent is this attitude cultivated by 
“Power over” and deprivation? 
 
Local pride 
 
A is proud of his local area and the city of Liverpool. This is linked to his community 
activism and also to “Migration” and “Migrant self-concept”. Here too, an alternative value 
system can be discerned. Compare “Social progressivism and conservationism”. Linked to 
“Human > nature” and “Local character”. This theme also includes a lack of local pride. See 
“Human > nature” for a discussion of the nuances of these links. 
 
Conservative government 
 
The periods in which the community has suffered most in A’s experience have been under 
Tory governance. The 1980s is described as a period of deprivation (in several ways – 
linked for example to “Human > nature”). This decade was the setting for some high-profile 
clashes between ideologies, not only nationally but locally within the city of Liverpool and 
its surrounding environs (e.g. Militant-tendancy and the Kirkby Rent Strike – compare K’s 
mention of the latter). The current period of deprivation has in no doubt been exacerbated 
by years of Tory rule, and welfare reform remains the decisive factor in necessitating a 
foodbank at WECC. 
 
Sonic manifestation of organic health 
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A has become interested in birdsong – a sonic manifestation that provides a contrast to the 
concrete area described during the eighties. This is indicative of change. 
 
Birdsong 
 
Birdsong is important to A (linked to sonic manifestation of organic health). It also provides 
a platform for A’s considerations of the global and the local, therefore contributing to his 
impression of the area (linked to “Existential space”). I have included bird sounds under 
this heading for convenience. 
 
Birds mentioned: woodpigeon, chaffinch, woodpecker. 
 
Aural training 
 
A’s aural self-education is facilitated by his activities as a music collector that have 
catalysed his interest in birdsong. 
 
Propensity for learning 
 
A’s self-education in birdsong began when he listened to a CD when suffering insomnia. 
Although this may be due in part to the perception of birdsong as relaxing, it is also 
indicative of a tendency to use time productively and undergo a project of self-education. 
 
Utility of musical objects 
 
Mentioned (linked) in “Propensity for learning” above. In the example of instances of 
insomnia given by A, it is telling that he utilises a musical artefact from his collection in 
order to respond to the issue. 
 
Reflexivity 
 
Ways in which A demonstrates reflexive awareness throughout the discussion: theorises 
the manner of his own learning when he deems his knowledge of birdsong to be a 
subconscious acquisition; speculates on the cause of the effect of the (now seemingly 
smaller) Walton area and reflects on his own physical growth; theorises the power of music 
to transport one back to a certain place (“Existential refrain” – linked); discusses the impact 
that community work has had on him in terms of personal development (linked to 
“Development as community activist”); discusses the positive cycle of mutual benefit that 
supports “Power to” in the context of “Community as activity by-product” (linked). 
 
Metaphysical assertion 
 
For example, A utilises the concept of the unconscious to theorise the manner of his 
epistemological acquisitions. This is a metaphysical assertion that reveals something about 
the ordering of his lifeworld. 
 
 
 
 
Aural practice 
 
A puts his aural training into practice as he walks around the local area and areas further 
afield. This practice is used to make comparisons of the local area and its outsides. 
 
Sonic affective cartography 
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A’s aural practice and comparisons of birdsong from other areas can be considered a 
practice of sonic affective cartography. 
 
Absence/presence 
 
The spectre of the past is operative within current thoughts and actions within the local 
area. So too is the spectre of the future. 
 
Active aural knowledge 
 
A’s sonic affective cartography has allowed him to develop an active aural knowledge of 
the area and its outsides. 
 
Natural phenomena 
 
Natural phenomena that are not subsumed under other headings (e.g. seeing a fox). 
 
Local sound marks 
 
Local sound marks: Traffic noise, which is more pronounced in the evening; Wind coming 
up from the Mersey via Everton Brow. 
 
WE/Lake District 
 
The Lake District is used as a sonic comparison during the interview. 
 
Sounds of home 
 
Sounds of home such as the wind rattling the doors and blowing to the roof, making a 
sound like a ship and footsteps on the stairs. 
 
Interestingly, the sounds of home include social sounds (neighbours). The public and 
private traverse each other, for example, A hears televisions, conversations, footsteps on 
the stairs (night and day – particularly at weekends). Sound types are constant throughout 
the day but sound intensity varies. 
 
Sonic imagination 
 
A compares the sound of the wind in his flat to the sound of a ship – an act of sonic 
imagination. 
 
Sound as significant sounds 
 
Sound is stratified and those deemed insignificant are ignored (e.g. mentioned daily 
sounds are limited to traffic, wind and people in the flats). A matter of existential de-
distancing. 
 
 
 
Liverpool/big cities 
 
Liverpool is contrasted with London and New York. This is a sonic comparison based on 
the relative uniformity of noise levels and sound types. 
 
Liverpool/Lake District 
 
Contrast between Liverpool and the Lake District (sonic). 
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London/Lake District 
 
Contrast between London and the Lake District (sonic). 
 
Ineffable sonic affect 
 
The “stillness” described by A in the Lake District. Interestingly this does not imply a 
complete absence of road noise; it is something beyond that.  
 
Sound marks from elsewhere 
 
Soundmarks from elsewhere: the swooshing sound of the distant road that can even be 
heard from hill tops in the Lake District; little animals running through the grass; little 
animals in the undergrowth. 
 
Theory of sonic significance 
 
A explicitly theorises the qualitative differences in aural perception experienced in 
contrasting areas and the biological processes that underpin them. They are different 
states of being-in-the-world (my assertion). This is a matter of significance (how are sounds 
stratified?) and sensation; a matter of embedding oneself within a “clearing”, an 
environment (linked to “Sounds as significant sounds”. Also note the connection to 
Gibson’s affordances. Does A’s theorisation mean that he experiences West Everton in a 
very different way to E? 
 
Manner of aural perceptions 
 
For example, sounds “spring out” more for a visitor to an area than they do for a local. 
 
Leisure as organising principle 
 
Compare K. A’s social interactions during childhood were centred around football and other 
street games. 
 
Specific affective memory 
 
Linked to reminiscence. 
 
Specific affective memories: playing football in the street with older kids as a child; visiting 
his grandmother as a child; going to Great Homer Street market as a child and helping his 
grandmother with the shopping; Walton, that seemed much larger as a child; walking the 
mile to the city centre, an area that seemed much further away to A as a child; relatives 
giving a song at family gatherings as a child; giving a performance behind the curtains as a 
child, singing The Beatles (sometimes “She Loves You”) with a tennis racquet; bowing and 
shaking his head as part of the same performance; speaking to an acquaintance in the 
days prior to interview and reminiscing about records/songs from the past. 
 
Past/present contrast 
 
There are contrasting factors between the Everton of the past (A’s childhood) and the West 
Everton of the future. Linked to “Absence/presence”, “Organic spaces” and “Chronological-
biographical”. 
 
Existential refrain 
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An overabundance of affect that helps to shape an existential territory. Note that Guattari 
designates this a-signifying – a pre-personal matter of affect constitutive of subjectivity. 
Compare Proust (“little phrase”, “madeleine” etc.). Linked to “Reminiscence” and “Specific 
affective memor[ies]y”.  
 
Existential refrains in A’s interview: the sight of areas that he visited regularly as a child 
inspires a memory and a comparison of his former (childhood) perception of its size; 
hearing certain songs transports A back to childhood; records transporting A back to an 
Everton away match that he attended; records transporting A back to school; the making of 
cups of tea as indicative of A’s “Development as community activist” (linked) – i.e. putting 
the cups out, and the milk out, and the sugar, and making pots of tea;  
 
Reminiscence 
 
Reminiscence is a valued pastime for A.  
 
Demolition as physical change 
 
Referring to the demolition and relocation events that have defined the modern history of 
Everton to a large degree. A notes that the tower blocks of the sixties were demolished in 
the eighties – this is a change to the “Built/physical” (linked) environment that A finds 
astonishing. 
 
Temporal balance 
 
A is concerned with both the past and the future. Compare both E and K. 
 
Form of the spectral 
 
For A, gentrification haunts the community’s future. 
 
They 
 
Compare E and K. Agents of change in the area – a vaguely defined power entity. Linked 
to “Absence/presence” and “Form of the spectral”. In A’s interview, the profit motive is 
given explicit mention. 
 
Cover story 
 
Redevelopment is a cover story used by the “They” (linked) of WE’s popular consciousness 
(social unconscious) who seek an alternative to admitting to the slow violence of 
gentrification. Linked to “Demolition as physical change” and “Undermined affective 
territory”. 
 
Undermined affective territory 
 
Compare K. This is a way of speaking about the current violence (gentrification) that is 
being done to the community. This follows on from the experience of at least two 
demolition and relocation events in living memory. Linked to “Cover story”, “They”, “Form of 
the spectral” and “Absence/presence”. The damage can only be determined according to a 
value system other than that of capital in this instance. 
 
T Type 8 
 
A new type of transversal factor: A as a member of, and spokesperson for the community 
left. Compare E and especially K. 
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Socialist vision 
 
A has socialist (broad application – often community oriented. Even a suggestion of de-
centralisation? Consider the un-hierarchical structure of WECC - “Power to”) ideas that are 
expressed during the interview. This includes concepts from the socialist lexicon (e.g. the 
working class – possibly more suited to describing past generations but very powerful as a 
group-subjective concept) as well as ideas and arguments for contemporary socialist 
policies. A also conceives of a socialist vision in terms of the nation, exemplified in the 
argument that the world’s fourth richest nation should not have people that are struggling to 
feed themselves and their families (linked to “Concepts of community”). 
 
Contemporary socialist policies: community shopping initiative; community house building; 
community shopping and welfare over charity (value system). 
 
Social progressivism & conservationism 
 
Linked to T Type 8. Here A addresses the seeming (but I do not think real) contradiction 
between preserving the area and community (social conservationism) and being 
welcoming of newcomers (progressive). These imperatives can sit comfortably side-by-side 
when the community is thought of as a continual process (in flux) and not as a set of 
ossified characteristics that set the terms of inclusion/exclusion. This is an important 
ingredient of the type of “Power to” that is at play at WECC and within some WE 
institutions. It can be considered a “Being-together” that is given shape, to some degree, 
by a being-against (against those that wish simply to profit from the area – a matter of 
challenging the dominant value system and the rationale of contemporary capitalism). 
Compare with the Everton History Society discussion in K. 
 
Migration 
 
Both Everton and Liverpool are seen as areas built upon migration. This leads to a 
diversity that is celebrated by A and seen as a strength. 
 
Migrant self-concept 
 
A sees his self as the product of migration. This links A to his area (“Affective geography”) 
that is also the bearer of this trait. This is an organisational part of A’s existential territory. 
 
Alternative assets 
 
When A refers to assets it is clear that he is not discussing valuation in terms of 
profitability. Note his references to artistic creation and community events. 
 
Objective > existential 
 
Refers to both the prioritising (rightly or wrongly) of physical change over existential (not 
evidenced in A’s interview – compare E and K) and the implication that physical (material) 
changes tend to drive existential changes (relevant to A’s interview). 
 
Exploitation 
 
Contrast to socialist vision (linked). For example, shops in the area are currently run for a 
quick profit without giving anything back. There is also an environmentalist element to this 
(e.g. the wastefulness of supermarkets’ disposable packaging, ethic and economy). 
 
Concepts of community 
 
A discusses three types of community during the interview:  
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1. The local community (past and present). This community is also referred to as “the 

people” who should have real ownership of their local area and the opportunity to 
create and make things. 

2. The nation as a community that allows some to suffer whilst some are amongst the 
world’s most wealthy. 

3. City-wide (Liverpudlian) community. 
 
Creation as catalyst for community 
 
A is explicit in positioning creation (artistic and otherwise) as a source of development for 
the community. This is linked to the “Alternative assets” of community space and opposed 
to “Exploitation”. A circumscribed yet self-legitimating form of “power-to” (linked). Note the 
closeness to Guattari’s ethico-aesthetic notion. 
 
Sharing of subjugated knowledges 
 
A refers to community practices around the world that have influenced his (linked) 
“Socialist vision[s]”. An insurrection of subjugated knowledges? 
 
Reproduction/dissemination 
 
A has engaged with multiple formats, sound reproduction devices and forms of 
dissemination throughout his life: radio; Nanna’s Radiogram; records from America via his 
uncle who was a Cunard Yank; an Amazon Alexa that belongs to A’s girlfriend. 
 
Primary musical socialisation 
 
Musical socialisation that happens in the home as a child. Linked to “Musical self-concept” 
and “Secondary musical socialisation”. The styles A heard include blues, country and 
western and Merseybeat. 
 
Liverpool-Irish self-concept 
 
Linked to “Migrant self-concept” and “Musical self-concept”. 
 
Musical habitus 
 
Linked to “Liverpool-Irish self-concept”, “Musical self-concept”, “Recent bifurcation in 
musical biography” and “Primary and secondary musical socialisation”. Alongside A’s 
“Chronological-biographical” development, his habitus has expanded in a (general) 
movement towards eclecticism. 
 
Musical tastes 
 
A discusses his current musical tastes. This has been kept separate from habitus in order 
that these tastes not be attributed to A’s immediate milieu (of course, they will be part of a 
certain milieu for A). This is also linked to “Musical self-concept”. 
 
Specifically referenced artists: The Beatles, Bowie, The Divine Comedy. 
 
Secondary musical socialisation 
 
Musical socialisation beyond the home in the wider milieu. Linked to “Primary musical 
socialisation” and “Development of the musical habitus”. 
 
Bifurcation in musical biography 
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Although A’s affiliation with music goes back to childhood, he separates the early part of 
his musical development from his musical development proper (“Development as a 
musician” and a person curious about how music works). This bifurcation in his 
development is attributed to the nineties, the music and milieu of which acted as a catalyst 
for him. Linked to “Musical self-concept”. 
 
Development as a musician 
 
In the time following his (linked) “Bifurcation in musical biography”, A began to develop as a 
musician and a person interested in how music works in a period of general curiosity 
(linked to “Philosophical period”). This is also linked to “Musical self-concept”. A began to 
play the guitar, learning chords from a chord book, and then moved on to piano. It is 
interesting to speculate on the role of curiosity about the internal workings of chords in this 
decision. Did the piano provide a better visualisation of the harmonic relationships? 
 
The music that A explored during this period included trance, dance, early rave music and 
Britpop. 
 
Philosophical period 
 
A went through a period of curiosity about the way in which everything works during the 
nineties. This is closely linked to “Development as a musician”. It also connects philosophy 
and music quite strongly, linking it to “Creation as catalyst for community”. In this sense, 
this time of philosophical refection can be seen as a catalyst for A’s subsequent musical 
development. The period in which this took place was the nineties, the period of 
“Bifurcation in [A’s] musical biography” (linked). Note that A is interested in how things 
“work”. This is an interesting notion of the universe as production. 
 
Recent bifurcation in musical biography 
 
After the period of development that began with the biographical bifurcation in the nineties, 
A conceives of a third period to his musical development in recent times. The styles that A 
listens to in this contemporaneous period include classical and jazz music, and is generally 
characterised by an openness to all styles. Linked to “Musical habitus”.  
 
 
 
Stratification of formats 
 
This is evidenced in A’s scepticism when faced with an Amazon Alexa device for playing 
music. A states a preference for vinyl and cassettes. These formats have cultural capital 
when it comes to being a “Music collector” (linked), an occupation with complex social 
rituals and excesses of significance (linked to “Existential refrain”) This may also indicate a 
preference for vinyl’s aesthetic qualities (also part of the collector bricolage). 
 
T Type 9 
 
The transversal effect of music listening on the interview context. 
 
Importance of WECC 
 
Compare E. WECC plays an important role within the community for A. A specific example 
of WECC’s importance can be seen in the foodbank. 
 
Importance of the Shewsy 
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A describes the Shewsy as a “special place” that has always been “a big part” of his life. 
This is one of the major factors that has influenced his current community activism. 
 
Development as community activist 
 
A discusses two important experiences that catalysed his subsequent community activism: 
helping at the Shewsy and making cups of tea for the housing committee meetings in the 
eighties. A’s involvement with WECC followed on from various community engagements, in 
Liverpool as well as Everton. In recent years, A has become more involved with WECC. 
This community (or activist) self-concept has changed A, who is reflexively aware of this 
fact. It has given him a different outlook on life. 
 
Self-concepts 
 
Covers facets of A’s self-system not covered by specific self-concepts listed above. Linked 
to “Philosophical period”. A thinks deeply and often, is an awful worrier but likes to enjoy 
himself too. 
 
“Power to” 
 
A is interested and enthused by the potential for people to come together (“Being-
together”) and achieve things.  He mentions a few examples of this: being a member of a 
band, going to football matches, and attending a community centre. This might be 
considered an unusual assemblage (particularly the inclusion of football matches), but I 
feel that it should be a reminder to consider the potential neutrality that elements of an 
assemblage exhibit before being put to the ends that they are put to. In other words,  
football is often met with derision in some contemporary left-wing circles. Instead of this 
reductive approach, it should instead be considered in terms of assemblage: what is its 
utility amongst wider networks? Would the left not be foolish to forsake the cultivation of 
camaraderie? 
 
Beyond this, the “Being-together” supportive of “Power to” can have a palliative effect: a 
remedy for the harshness of life (mentioned by A at interview). The benefits are in fact 
reciprocal. Coming together alleviates some of the pain of life and the individual involved in 
it learns from the scenario and is finally able to pass that knowledge on (linked to 
“Reflexivity”) 
 
Community as activity by-product 
 
The interesting notion that community (plus futurity, selfhood etc.)  emerges from activities 
that have an ostensibly different focus. This is something that some personnel at WECC 
are conscious of yet do not often make explicit. A gives an interesting account of how this 
develops. 
 
Can be considered the reverse of “Community as catalyst for action”. Also linked to “Power 
to”.  
 
Home as communal site 
 
A feels that people have community rooms within their own houses, but contrasts this with 
WECC (linked to “Importance of WECC”), which he feels is invaluable. 
 
Foodbank 
 
A is involved in the foodbank at WECC (lined to “Importance of WECC”). He doesn’t agree 
with the existence of foodbanks but sees the project as a necessity given the current 
climate in the UK. 



 31 

 
Out of the Blue 
 
A is involved in the Out of the Blue Festival. The festival is usually hosted in Everton Park 
but has not been staged in recent years due to the difficultly of obtaining funding in the 
current political climate (linked to “They”, “Conservative government” and “Creation as 
catalyst for community”). 
 
Community resources 
 
Community resources are an issue. This is manifest in the lack of funding for “Out of 
the Blue” (linked) in the current climate (linked to “Conservative government” and 
“Creation as catalyst for community”). Compare E. 
 
Local assemblage of resistance 
 
The network of resistance in West Everton consists of what might be considered 
unusual allies. Note that A’s first introduction to community activism comes via the 
church. 
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